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WE GOT TRIP REPORTSIII
EAA Chapter 309 was . . .

) We had several very memorable trips reported for this newsletter. Scott Stout and family
founded in 1973 by a rented a 172 in Hawaii, John and Libby Schroeder flew their Lancair ES to Alaska, Steve Glas-
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EVENT SCHEDULE!
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And We need your suggestions and ideas for
programs in 2007! Call or Email Kevin Cromie
at 704-348-8529 or kcromie “at” hearstsc.com
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Mark your Calendar!

Events Downloaded from www.southern-aviator.com

Saturday, July 14th - 10:00 am. Navigation School at Gas-
tonia Aero Club hangar, Gastonia Airport

8/4/2007 Salisbury, NC -- Monthly "First Saturday at the
EAAgles Nest" is gathering of flyers at Salisbury/Rowan
County Airport (RUQ) (11 am-3 pm)

Saturday, August 18th - 8:30 AM at Lincoln County
Airport (IPJ) Time and Distance Dead Reckoning
Proficiency competitive flight

Saturday, September 8 - EAA 309 Fly out & lunch

9/15/2007 - 9/16/2007 Albemarle, North Carolina --
2007 Albemarle/ Stanly County Fly-In and Air Show (VUJ),
10am-3pm.

9/22/2007 Farmville, NC -- EAA Chapter 960 Fall Fly-In.
(Continued from page 2) Flanagan Field (N08) (10am-2pm). Lunch at noon.

| have always considered having weather Email: webmaster@eaa960.org Web: www.eaa960.0rg
in the cockpit as being the single most
important supporting tool when flying in

IFR/IMC.
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Meet director Bob
Dobbins

98 2

WANT ADS t

1998 Yamabha Vi- # #
rago 250 motorcycle
for sale. 5000 miles, ) 4 4
excellent mechanical % 8
condition. Thisis a
cool little V-twin
cruiser with a black
tank, great for first-
time or smaller riders.
Asking $1900. Glenn 9 -0$0 8 '8 8 6
Babcock 813-505-6027 (cell) A S # ) # - A # -

. # 2
RC Allen 22-11F vacuum gyro for sale, new in the box. _/ (/> - i( -00% %98 8

This is a flagged, lighted gyro. Sells for $923 at Spruce; I’'m -. 8 1 28 7 # 8
asking $750. Glenn Babcock 813-505-6027 (cell) P g oo

Watch repair services. | also have an inventory of used fine y " ) H 0 # 8
watches - both quartz and mechanical, some antique. Gary
Witt 704-866-0784 & D

For SALE: Aeronca Chief is 1941 model and has a 65-CA 8 ) (
engine, The engine has just had a major overhaul with new g
millenium cylinders and pistons and has approx. six hours
since overhaul. The wooden Sensinich prop was overhauled ) 8 2 2 %
by Sensinich earlier this year. The plane is in annual and all
AD's complied with. $17,500. Call Earl Fortner at 704 ; > * 8 6 88
455-5326 # * 2 # 6
8 & 6 8 )5533 ) 22
Cherokee Arrow is a 1967 with 2006 hours total time air- 8 3

frame and engine. Engine has never been overhauled but
runs fine. Aircraft is full IFR and has Narco mark 12 D ra- -
dios, ADF, Loran, DME, etc. New upholstery 2004. Fuel ' & H309ers Fly to
tanks were pulled and all hoses and vent lines were replaced ; =

two years ago. Never had a gear up landing and never been Yellowstone
used as a trainer. Priced to sell! Both aircraft are based at
8A6 Wilgrove and currently flying. Call Earl Fortner at
704 455-5326.

What an adventure! On
Y June 7th, | met 9 other
W= RV's at Statesville, NC
e fOr a 8:00 AM departure.
Destination: Cody, WY,
almost 1400 NM away
Most of us were from

New date for Navigation Class

“Due to limited sign-ups for this Saturday, July 14,

the navigation school will be postponed until the Carolina's, but two flew up from Florida the night be-
10:00AM on Saturday, August 4. Hopefully more fore and we were joining up with another couple from Vir-
members will be able to attend on that date, but the ginia and other from Maine while enroute. Last but not
school will be conducted on August 4, regardless. least, Pam was going to meet us in Cody via a commercial
Please plan to attend and reserve your place in the flight in a couple days. All together, eleven RV's and seven-
class by sending me an email at robert- teen people! See Larry Bowen'’s web site at http://bowe-
pallen@roadrunner.com naero.com/mt3/2007/06/yellowstone 200.html for the rest

of the exiting story and fantastic photos!




Under CONSTRUCTION

President’s Corner
by Bill Repucci

Overcast predicted
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Dale Ensing’s RV-6A N118DE in it's new
paint. Paint job by Legends in Aiken SC.

Builder and Owner Courses
by Mike Moore
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Dead Reckoning Navigation Competition
August 18"
by John Wigney
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# 't Plan the flight - fly the plan - precisely!

(Continued from page 3)
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Dear Fellow Aviators,

by Charlie Littwin
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Meet new members David and Rebecca

Upham....
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1941 CIRCUMNAVIGATION OF the
GLOBE BY PAN AM'S "PACIFIC CLIP-

PER"

This article is sure to arouse empathy from aviators who have pi-
loted or navigated aircraft over long stretches of open ocean....or
imagined the challenges of doing so.

The Round The World Saga of the "Pacific Clipper"
John A. Marshall

Engines: Four (4) 1,600 hp (1,192 kW) Wright R-2600 Twin Cy-
clone (1,192 kw), 14 cylinder, air-cooled, radial engines.
Wing Span: 152 ft. (46.33 m.)

Length: 106 ft (32.31 m.)

Max T.O. Weight: 84,000 Ib. (38,102 kg.)

Max level speed: 199 mph (320 km/h)

Cruising speed: 184 mph (296 km/h)

Range: 5,200 miles (8369 km)

First flight: June 7, 1938

Ceiling: 19,600 feet

Accommodation: 10 crew, 74 passengers

This article originally appeared in the August 1999 Issue of "Air
and Space Magazine" - This is a continuation of the story that
bega in the June issue of the 309’er Newsletter.

It was another hour until they reached the island, and the Boeing
finally touched water in the harbor at Trincomalee. The British
Forces stationed there were anxious to hear what Ford and his crew
had to report from the war zone to the east, and the crew was duly
summoned to a military meeting. Presiding was a pompous Royal
Navy Commodore who informed Ford in no uncertain terms that
he doubted Ford would know a submarine if it ran over him. Ford
felt the hackles rise on the back of his neck. He realized that he
could not afford to make an enemy of the British military, the fate
of the Pacific Clipper rested too heavily in their hands. He swal-

lowed hard and said nothing.

It was Christmas Eve when they began the takeoff from Ceylon
and turned the ship again to the northwest. The heavily loaded
Boeing struggled for altitude, laboring through the leaden hu-
mid air. Suddenly there was a frightening bang as the number
three engine let go. It shuddered in its mount, and as they
peered through the windscreen the crew could see gushes of
black oil pouring back over the wing. Ford quickly shut the en-
gine down, and wheeled the Clipper over into a 180 degree
turn, heading back to Trincomalee Less than an hour after take-
off the Pacific Clipper was back on the waters of Trincomalee
harbor. The repairs to the engine took the rest of Christmas Eve
and all Christmas Day. One of the engine's eighteen cylinders
had failed, wrenching itself loose from its mount, and while the
repair was not particularly complex, it was tedious and time-
consuming. Finally early in the morning of December 26th,
they took off from Ceylon for the second time. All day passed
as they crossed the lush carpet of the Indian sub continent, and
then cut across the northeastern corner of the Arabian Sea to
their landing in Karachi, touching down in mid-afternoon.

The following day, bathed and refreshed, they took off and flew
westward across the Gulf of Oman toward Arabia. After just a
bit over eight routine hours of flying, they landed in Bahrain,
where there was a British garrison.

Another frustration presented itself the following morning as
they were planning the next leg of their journey. They had
planned to fly straight west across the Arabian peninsula and
the Red Sea into Africa, a flight that would not have been much
longer than the leg they had just completed from Karachi.

"When we were preparing to leave Bahrain we were warned by
the British authorities not to fly across Arabia," said Ford. "The
Saudis had apparently already caught some British fliers who
had been forced down there. The natives had dug a hole, buried
them in it up to their necks, and just left them."

They took off into the grey morning and climbed through a
solid overcast. They broke out of the clouds into the dazzling
sunshine, and the carpet of clouds below stretched westward to
the horizon. "We flew north for about twenty minutes," Ford
said, "then we turned west and headed straight across Saudi
Avrabia. We then flew for several hours before there was a break
in the clouds below us, and damned if we weren't smack over
the Mosque at Mecca! | could see the people pouring out of it,
it was just like kicking an anthill. They were probably firing at
us, but at least they didn't have any anti-aircraft."

The Pacific Clipper crossed the Red Sea and the coast of Africa
in the early afternoon with the Saharan sun streaming in the
cockpit windows. The land below was a dingy yellowish
brown, with nothing but rolling sand dunes and stark rocky out-
croppings. The only sign of human habitation was an occa-
sional hut; every so often they flew over small clusters of men
tending livestock who stopped and shielded their eyes from the
sun, staring up at the strange bird that made such a noise. The
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crew's prayers for the continued good health of the four Wright
Cyclones became more and more fervent. Should they have to
make an emergency landing here they would be in dire straits
indeed.

Later in the afternoon they raised the Nile River, and Ford
turned the ship to follow it to the confluence of the White and
Blue Niles, just below Khartoum. They landed in the river, and
after they were moored the crew went ashore to be greeted by
the now familiar hospitality of the Royal Air Force. Ford's plan
was to continue southwest to Leopoldville in the Belgian
Congo and begin their South Atlantic crossing there. He had no
desire to set out across the Sahara; a forced landing in that vast
trackless wasteland would not only render the aircraft forever
immobile, but the crew would surely perish in the harshness of
the desert.

Early the next morning they took off from the Nile for
Leopoldville. This was to be a particularly long overland flight,
and they wanted to leave plenty of daylight for the arrival. They
would land on the Congo River at Leopoldville, and from there
would strike out across the South Atlantic for South America.

The endless brown of the Sudan gave way to rolling green hills,
and then rocky crests that stretched across their path. They flew
over native villages, and great gatherings of wildlife. Herds of
Wildebeest, hundreds of thousands strong, stampeded in panic
as the Clipper roared overhead. The grassland soon turned to
jungle, and they crossed several small rivers, which they tried
to match to their maps. Suddenly ahead they saw a large river,
much bigger and wider than others they had crossed, and off to
their right was a good-sized town. The river had to be the
mighty Congo, and the town was Bumba, the largest settlement
on the river at that point. From their maps they saw that they
could turn and follow the river downstream to Leopoldville.
They had five hundred miles to fly.

Late in the afternoon they raised the Congolese capital of
Leopoldville. Ford set the Boeing down gently onto the river,
and immediately realized the strength of the current. He pow-
ered the ship into the mooring, and the crew finally stepped
ashore. It was like stepping into a sauna. The heat was the most
oppressive they had yet encountered; it descended on them like
a cloak, sapping what energy they had left.

A pleasant surprise awaited them however, when two familiar
faces greeted them at the dock. A Pan American Airport Man-
ager and a Radio Officer had been dispatched to meet them,
and Ford was handed a cold beer. "That was one of the high
points of the whole trip," he said.

After a night ashore they went to the airplane the next morning
prepared for the long over-water leg that would take them back
to the western hemisphere. The terrible heat and humidity had
not abated a bit when the hatches were finally secured and they
swung the Clipper into the river channel for the takeoff. The
airplane was loaded to the gunnels with fuel, plus the drum of

oil that had come aboard at Noumea. It was, to put it mildly, just a bit
overloaded. They headed downstream into the wind, going with the
six-knot current. Just beyond the limits of the town the river changed
from a placid down stream current into a cataract of rushing rapids;
pillars of rocks broke the water into a tumbling maelstrom. Ford held
the engines at takeoff power, and the crew held their breath while the
airplane gathered speed on the glassy river. The heat and humidity,
and their tremendous gross weight were all factors working against
them as they struggled to get the machine off the water before the
cataracts. Ford rocked the hull with the elevators, trying to get the
Boeing up on the step. Just before they would enter the rapids and
face certain destruction, the hull lifted free. The Pacific Clipper was
flying, but just barely. Their troubles were far from over, however.
Just beyond the cataracts they entered the steep gorges; it was as
though they were flying into a canyon. With her wings bowed, the
Clipper staggered, clawing for every inch of altitude.

This article originally appeared in the August 1999 Issue of "Air and
Space Magazine"

See the August issue of the 309er for the rest of the story!

Can you imagine flying around the world with only
this panel?




MISSION:

Charlotte, North Carolina
October 4th — 7th, 2007

AIRPORT:
Concord Regional Airport

DAILY FLIGHT TIMES:

9:30
10:15
11:00
11:45
12:30
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MIS510N COST: IPRE-STOP BOOKING PRICES)

$359 $399

par parson (EA3 kambers) par person (ron-kameers
WALK UP PRICE2
$385 EAA Member
$425 Non-EAA Member

raily Ground Tours:
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EAds B-17 homber “Afurninmurn Overcast” is an example of the American heavy bomber that helped furm
thes tlde of Dattle In Wordd War I Yol can see and tour this histarle aliplane — and astually ﬁ_'.l' a mission!
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1851 6-6 Mautical Dr

EAL Chapter 309
Corneliuz, MC 2803

NOTICE: The next EAA
309 Monthly DINNER %%, wlave Ct
MEETING will be at 7:00 %
PM at the Cookhouse Foong, %
Restaurant in Cornelius &
July 16. Take I-77 to exit Cookhouse
28, turn west onto Restaurant
Catawba Ave. Turn Right
onto Torrence Chapel Rd.
Go about 1/2 mile to warken D
Shops on the Green, turn sﬂw‘}
right. Cookhouse is on ; o & ‘
the left. @ 3
-35-'5\ 0—\—@
Call Bill Repucci at 704- - 4
607-4572 for more infor- caaniod B
mation. a
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